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be baptised immediately. Godfathers and God-
mothers were chosen among those near at hand: the
Count de la Mothe and Madame de Ventadour for
the Duke of Brittany; Monsieur de Prie and the Du-
chess de la Ferte for the Duke of Anjou. That was
on yth March; their consternation was at its height
and not one disguised the extent of the disaster.
Five celebrated Paris doctors came to consult "with
the Court doctors. They were a council of widely
differing opinions; wretched charlatans, the best
of whom was good for nothing. One need only
read the works of the illustrious Fagon to form
an estimate of the childishness of the cures of the
period; the faculty killed more people than it
saved; Moliere*s derision was not too strong.

Shivering with fever the little Duke of Brittany
was entrusted to these vain and ignorant men.
They gave him an emetic and bled him., and the
child succumbed. They were preparing to start the
same procedure with the Duke of Anjou, when
Madame de Ventadour set herself against it with
an energy, indignation and firmness that saved the
life of the future Louis XV. Rescued from this
murderous treatment and surrounded -with watchful
care the new Dauphin slowly recovered. He began
to improve after ioth March; however, his health
continually caused the Court anxiety. He was often
sick in May, changed colour at the least exertion,
had violent toothache, and showed himself exces-
sively sensitive.

During the years 1713 and 1714 Louis XIV's life
followed its usual lines. Every evening he worked